Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
PAGE 01 LAGOS 07859 271609Z 
64 

ACTION AF- 18 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO AID-20 HUD-02 COME-OO OMB-01 TRSE-00 
EB-11 PM-07 NSC-10 SPC-03 SS-15 RSC-01 L-03 CIAE-00 
DODE-OO INR-10 NSAE-00 PA-03 USIA-15 PRS-01 DRC-01 
/122W 

079198 

R 271329Z SEP 73 
FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1229 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE LAGOS 7859 
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SUBJECT: GOWON INAUGURATES NATIONAL HOUSING SCHEME 
REF: LAGOS 7775, OCTOBER 3, 1972 

SUMMARY: GENERAL GOWON LAID FOUNDATION STONE SEPT. 25 TO 
INITIATE NATIONAL HOUSING PROGRAM PROMISED IN HIS 1972 NATIONAL 
DAY SPEECH. END SUMMARY 

1. GENERAL GOWON LAID FOUNDATION STONE SEPT. 25 FOR FIRST 
HOUSING UNITS TO BE BUILT UNDER PROGRAM PROMISED BY GOWON 
DURING HIS NATIONAL DAY SPEECH LAST OCTOBER (REFTEL). INITIAL 
CONTRACTS COVER 5,000 HOUSES FOR LAGOS, 2,000 FOR KADUNA AND 250 
FOR EACH OF OTHER 10 STATE CAPITALS AND ARE SCHEDULED FOR 
COMPLETION BY END 1974. TOTAL OF 10,000 SUCH UNITS WILL BE 
CONSTRUCTED IN LAGOS, ALONG WITH 4,000 UNITS IN EACH OF ELEVEN 
OTHER STATE CAPITALS, BEFORE END OF 1976. 

2. IN SPEECH GIVEN AT DEDICATION PROGRAM GOWON MADE FOLLOWING 
POINTS: 

A. CURRENT HOUSING PLAN IS BASED ON REPORT SUBMITTED BY RUMANIAN 
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NAIRA (APPROXIMATELY $750,000,000). THIS INCUDES ROADS, SEWAGE, 

WATER AND ELECTRICITY LINES. 

B. ACCELERATED PROGRAM NEEDED TO ENABLE FMG TO ACCOMMODATE 
PARTICIPANTS IN 1975 INTERNATIONAL TRADE FAIR AND IN 1975 
SECOND WORLD BLACK AND AFRICAN FESTIVAL OF ARTS AND CLUTURE, 

BOTH SCHEDULED FOR LAGOS WITH DURBAR FOR ARTS FESTIVAL TO BE 
HELD IN KADUNA. 

C. PROGRAM ALSO NEEDED TO PROVIDE DECENT CHEAPER HOUSING TO 
RELIEVE COST OF LIVING PRESSURES ON LOWER INCOME GROUP. 

D. START OF THIS PROGRAM DEMONSTRATES THAT FMG CAN BE TRUSTED 
TO KEEP ITS PROMISES. 

3. COMMENT: CEREMONY JUST BEATS FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF ANNOUNCEMENT 
OF HOUSING PROGRAM, AND WILL GIVE GOWON OPPORTUNITY DURING HIS 
NATIONAL DAY SPEECH SCHEDULED FOR OCTOBER 1 TO SHOW SOME PROGRESS 
HAS BEEN MADE DURING PAST YEAR ON THIS PROGRAM. DEDICATION 
RECEIVED MAXIMUM PUBLICITY BUT WILL PROBABLY DO LITTLE TO 
RELIEVE PUBLIC PRESSURE GENERATED BY LACK OF HOUSING AND 
INCREASING RENTS. 

REINHARDT 
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